TIMES AND SEASONS. 


“Trath will prevail.” it 


L 


“Vow. V. No. 18.) CITY OF NAUVOO. ILL. 1. 1844. [Whole No. 102. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. ~~ ‘speculation. No: for when men tecaive their 
(Cotinnued.) instruction from him that made them, they know 
The August number of the Star eontained the|| now he will save them. Then again we say 
following: . search the scriptures, search the prophets, and 
THE CHOLERA. learn what portion of them belongs to you, and 
This desolating sickness is spreading steadily the people of the nineteenth century. You, no 
over the United States. The account of its rav-|tdoubt, will agree with us, and, say, that you 
ages, in many places, we cannot give: The|/haveno right to claim the promises of the in- 
whole number of cases in New York, to July || habitants before the flood; that you cannot found 
31st, is—3731. Deaths—1520. your hopes of salvation upoa the obedience of 
No man can stop the work of the Lord, for the children of Israel when journeying in the 
God rules the pestilence, and the pestilence || wilderness; nor can you expéeet that the bless- 
rules men. Oceans, sentinels, and forts, may||ings which the apostles pronounced upon the 
hinder men or money may bribe, but when the||churches of Christ, eighteen hundred years ago, 
pestilence rides on the wings of the wind, the || were intended for you: Again, if oth: rs’ bless- 
ocean is no barrier; the sentinel has no power;||ings are not your blessings, others’ curses are 
the fort is no obstacle, and money has no value; || not your cnrses; you stand then in these last 
the destroying angel goes, waving the banner of || days, as all have stood before you, agents unto 
death over all; and who shall escape his poin-|| yourselves, to be judged according to your 
ted arrow? Not he that could brave death at|| works. 
the cannon’s mouth, but shrink atthe sound|| Every man lives for himself. Adam was made 
of the cholera; not he that worshipped ‘his ||to open the ways ofthe world, and for dressing 
god in some stately chapel, every Sab-|\the garden. Noah was born to save seed of 
bath till the cholera comes, and then flees for||every thing, when the earth was washed of its 
his life; no; none but him thaf trusts in God>|| wickedntgs by the flood; and the Son of God 
shall be able to stand “when a thousand shall ||came into the world to redeem it from the fall. 
fall at his side, and ten thousand at his right|| But except a man be born again he cannot see 
hand, by the noisome pestilence. the kingdom cf God. This eternal truth settles 
TO THE HONORABLE MEN OF THE)||the question of all men’s religign. A man may 
WORLD. be saved, after the judgment, in the Terrestria) 
To the honorable searchers for truth, we, in|| kingdom, or in the Telestial Kingdom, but he 
a spirit of candor and meekness, are bound by||can never see the Celestial kingdom of God, 
every tie that makes man the friend of man. by without being born of the water and the Spirit. 
every endowment of heaven, that renders in- || He may receivea glory like unto the moon, or 
telligent beings seekers of happiness, to show/|/@ star, but he can never come unto mdéunt Zion, 
you the way to salvation. In fact, we are not and unto the city of the living God, the heav- 
only bound to do thus for those that seek the |/enly Jerusalem, and to an)innumerable company 
riches of eternity, but, to walk in the tracks of|| of angels; to the general “assembly and church 
our Savior, we must love our enemies; bless || of the first born, which are written in heaven, 
them that curse us; do good to them that hate and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of 
us, and pray for them that dispitefully use us, |/just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Media- 
and persecute us, or you and the world may/|jtor of the new covenant, unless he becomes as 
know, that we are not the children of God.—|ja little child, and is taught by the Spirit of 
Therefore to be obedient to the precepts of our||God. Wherefore, we again say, search,the rey 
divine master, we say unto you, search the scrip- || elations of God: study the prophecies, and ‘re- 
tures—search the revelations which we publish || joice that God grants unto the world seers’ ‘tnd 
and ask your heavenly Father, in the name of|| prophets: They are they who saw the myste- 
his Son Jesus Christ, to manifest the truth unto || ries of godliness; they saw the flood before it 
you, and if you do it with an eye single to his||came; they saw angels ascending and descen- 
glory, nothing deubting, he will answer you by || ding upon a ladder that reached from earth to 
the power of bis holy Spirit: You will then || heaven; saw the stone cut out? of the 
know for yourselves and not for another: You 
will not then be dependent on man forthe know!l- 


* 
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Deliverer come out of Zion, and turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob; they saw the glory of 
the Lord when he showed the transfiguration of 
the earth onthe Mount; they saw every moun- 
tain laid low and every valley exalted when the 
Lord was taking vengeance upon the wicked; 
they saw truth spring out of the earth, and 
righteousness lookdewn from heaven in the 
last days, before the Lord came the second 
time to gather his elect; they saw the end 
wickedness on earth, andthe Sabbath of cr 
tion crowned with peace; they saw the end of 
the glorious thousand years, when satan was 
loosed fora little season; they saw the day of 
judgment wh@ all men received according to 
their works, and they saw the heaven and earth 
flee away to make room for the city of God, 
when the righteous receive an inheritance in 
eternity: And, fellow so-journers upon earth, 
it is your privilege to purify yourselves ond 
come up tothe same glory, and see for your- 
selves, and know for yourselves: Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock 


an it shall be opened unto you. 
The elders began to return from their mis- 


sions to the eastern states, and present the his- 
tories of their several stewardships in the Lord’s 
vineyard; and while together in these seasons of 
joy, I enquired of the Lord and received the fol- 
lowing: 
A and 234 of September, 


ON 

A revelation of Jesus Christ unto his servant 
Joseph Smith, f and six elders, as they united 
their hearts and4ifted their voices on high; yea, 
the word of the Lord concerning his church, 
established inthe last days for the restoration 
of his people as he has spoken by the mouth of 
his prophets, and for the gathering of his saints 
to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the 
city New Jerusalem; which city shall be built, 
beginning at the Temple Lot, which is appoin- 
ted by the finger of the Lord, in the western 
boundaries of the state of Missouri, and dedica- 
ted by the hand of Joseph Smith, jr. and others, 
with whom the Lord was well pleased. 

Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the 
city New Jerusalem shall be built by the gath- 
ering of the saints, beginning at this place, even 
the place of the Temple, which Temple shall be 
reared in this generation; for verily, this gene- 
ration shall not al] pass away until an house 
shall be built unto the Lord and a cloud shall 
rest upon it, which cloud shall be even theglo- 
ry of the Lord, which shall fill the house. And 
the sons of Moses, according to the holy priest- 


under the hand of Caleb, and Caleb received it 
under the hand of Elihu, ané Eihu under the 
hand of Jeremy, and Jeremy ander the hand of 
Gad, and Gad under the hand of Esaias, and 
Esaias received it under the rand of God; Esai- 
as also livedin the days of Abraham and was 
blessed of him, which Abraham received the 
priesthood from Melchizedek, who received it 
through the lineage of his fathers, even til No- 

; and from Noah till Enoch, through the line- 
age of their fathers, andfrom Enoch to Abel, 
who was slain by the conspiracy of his brother, 
who received the priesthood by the command- 
ments of God by the hand of his father Adam, 
who was the first man; which priesthood con- 
tinueth in the church of God in all generations, 
and is without beginning of-days or end of 
years. 


And the Lord confirmed a priesthood also up- 
on Aaron and his seed“throughout all their gen- 
erations, which priesthood also continueth and 
abideth forever, with the priesthood which is 
after the holiest order of God. And this great- 
er priesthood administereth the gospel and hol- 
deth the key of the mysteries of the kingdom, 
even the key of the knowledge of God. There- 
fore,in the ordinances thereof the power of 
godliness is manifest; and without the ordinan- 
ces thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, 
the power of godliness is not manifest unto men 
in the flesh; for without this no man can see the 
face of God, even the Father, and live. 


Now this Moses plainly tanght to the childpen 
of Israel in the wilderness, and saught diligently 
to sanctify his people that they might behold 
the facé’ef God; but they hardened their hearts 
and could not his presence, therefore, 
the Lord in his wrath, (for his anger was kin- 
dled against them,) swore they should not enter 
into his rest, while in the wilderness, which 
rest is the fulness of his glory. Therefore he 
took Moses out of their midst and the holy 
priesthood also; and the lesser priesthood con- 
tinued, which priesthood holdeth the kev of the 
ministering of angels andthe preparatory gos- 
pel, which gospel is the gospel of repentance 
and of baptism and the remission of sins and the 
law of carnal commandments, which the Lord, 
in his wrath, caused to continue with the house 
of Aaron among the children of Israel until 
John, whom God raised up, being filled with 
the Holy Ghost from his mother's womb; for he 
was baptized while he was yet in his childhood, 
and was ordained by the angel of God at the 
time he was eight days old unto this power— 
to overthrow the kingdom of the Jews, and to 
make straight the way of the Lord before the 


|, which he received under the hand of ys 
in-law, Tothrg, pnd received it 


face of his people, to prepare thém forthe com: 
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ing of the Lord, in- whose hand is given all) 
wer. 
we again, the office of elder and bishop are 


necessary appendages belonging unto the high 
priesthood. And againthe offices of teache 
and deacons are necessary appendages belong- 
ing to the lesser priesthood, which priesthood 
was confirnied upon Aaron and his sons. 
Therefore, as I said concerning the sons of 
Moses—for the sons of Moses and Also the sons} 
of Aaron shall offer an acceptable. offering and} 
sacrifice in the house of the Lord; which 
house shall be build unto the Lord in this 
generation upon consecrated spot, as I 
have appointed—and the sons of Moses and of 
Aaron shall be filled with the glory of. the Lord 
upon mount Zion in. the. Lord’s house, whose 
sons are ye; and also many whom I have called 
and sent forth to build up-my church;-for who- 
so is faithful unto the obtaining of these two 
priesthoods of which Ihave spoken, and the 
magnifying their calling, are sanctifyed by the 
Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies: they 
beeome the sons of Moses and of Aaron and 
the seed of Abraham, and the church and 
kingdom and the elect of God; and also all 
they who receive this.priesthood teceiveth me, 
eaith the Lord, for he, that receiveth my ser- 
vants receiveth me, and he that receiveth me 


ther; andthe Father teacheth him of the cov- 
enant which le hes renewed. and confirmed 
upon you, which is confirmed upon you 
for your sakes, and not. for, your sakes 


only, but, for the sake of the. whole 
world: and the whole world lieth in sin; 


and groaneth under- the darkness and gn- 
der the bondage of sin; and by this you may 
know they-are under the bondage of sin, be- 
cause they come not unto me; for whoso com- 
eth not unto me is under the bondage of sin: 
and whoso.receiveth not my voice is not ac- 
quinted with my voice, and is not-of me: and 
by this you may know-the rightous @om the 


wicked, and the whole world groaneth under 
sin and darkness even now. 


And your mindsin times past have. been. 
darkened because of unbelief, and because you 
have treated lightly the things you have re- 
ceived, whieh vanity aod unbelief hath brougt 
the whole chureh under condemnation. Aad 
this condemnation resteth upon the children 
of Zion, even all; and they shall remain under 
this condempation wnill they repent and re- 
member the new covenant, even.the Book of 
Morason and the former commandments which 
I have given them, not only to say, but to do, 
accerding to that which I have written, that 
they may bring forth fruit meet for their Fa- 


reeeiveth my Father, and he that receiveth my || ther’s kingdom, otherwise there remaineth a 
Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom.—|| scourge and a judgment to be poured out up- 


Therefore, a)! that my Father hath shall be 
given unto him; and this is according to the 
oath and covenant which belongeth to the 
priesthood: Therefore, all those who receive 


on the children of Zlon; fer shall the children 
of the kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily, 
I say unto yau, Nay. 

Verily, verily I say unto yoa, who now have 


the priesthood receive thieath and covenant} ™Y words, which is my voice, blessed are ye 


of my Father which he cannot break,||i®*#™much as you receive these things: for 
neither can. it be removed; but whosoh will forgive youof your sins with this cem- 
breaketh this covenant, after he-hath received || mandment, that you remain steadfast:in your 
it, and altogether turneth therefrom, shall not|)mindsin solemnity and the spirit of prayer, 
have forgiveness of sins in this world nor in|tin bearing testimony to all the world of those 
the world tocome. And all those who come} things which are communicated unto you. 
pot unto this priesthod, which ye have reeeiv-|| Therefore goye intoall the world, and what- 
ed, which I now confirm upon you who are} soever place ye cannot go ms shal -send, 
present this day, by mine own voice out of! that the testimoay may go fro 
the heavens, and even I have given the hea-jj the world, unto every creature. And as. said © 
venly hosts and mine angels charge coacern- jumte mine espostles, even so. J] say unto 
~- you. | | you; for you are mine apostles, even God's 
nd-now I give unto you a commandment! high prieste:-ye are they whom my father hath 


to beware concerning youreelves, to give dili-}) . 
gent heed to the words of eternal life;. tor you} given me: ye are my friends: therefore, ae I 


| said unto mine-aposties I say unte you aggin, 
shall live by every word that proceedeth forth} : 
from the mouth of God. For the word of: the} 
Lord:is truth, and whatsoever is truth is light 


and whatsoever is light is Spirit, even the Spir- | sins, shall receive the Holy Ghost; and these. 


is of Jenus Christ; and the Spirit giveth light} signa shall follow.them that believe; 
every man.that cometh.into the world: In.my,name they shelido many wonderful 


the Spirit enlighteneth every man through the} 
veice ofthe | im-my namethey shall east eat devile: 


it, and every one thnt hearkeneth to. the veice|| my shall: heal the sick sin my 
of the fipirit, gometh unio-God,even. the. Fa- " name they sball open the eyes of the blind 


you into. al! te 
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and unstop the ears of the deaf: and the tongue 
of the dumb shall speak: and if any man shal! 
administer poison unto them it shall not hurt 
them: and the poison ofa serpent shall not 
have powerto harm them. But a command- 


‘ment I give unto them, that they shall not 
boast themselves of these things, neither speak 


them before the world; for these things are 
given unto for your profitand for salvation. 


Verily, verily Leay unto you,they who be- 
lieve not on your words, und are not bap.ized 
by water, in my name, forthe remission of 
their sins, that they may receive the Holy 
Ghost, shall be damned, and shall not come 
into my Father’s kingdom, where my Father 
andiIam. And this revelation unto you, and 
command ment, i isin force from this very —_ 
upon all the world, and the gospel is untoall 
who have not received it. But verily I say 
unto all those to whom the kingdom has been 
given, from you it must be preached unto them 
that they shall repent of their former evil 
works; for they are to be upbraided for their 
evil hearts of unbelief: and your brethren in 
Zion for their rebellion sgainst you at the time 


I sent you. 


And again, Isay unto you my friends, (for 
from henceforth Ishall call you friends,) i 
is expedient that I give unto you this com- 
mandment, that ye become even us my friends 
in days when I was with them travelling to 
preach this gospel in my power: for I suffered 
them not to have purse or serip, neither two 
coats: behold I gend you out to prove the 
world, and the lakorer is worthy of hire. And 
goand preach this gospel 
of the kingdom, and fail not to continue faith- 
ful in all things, shall not be weary in mind, 
neither daikened, neither in body, limb, 
or joint; and an hair of his head sbali not fall 
to the ground unnoticed. And they shall not 


go hungry, neither athirst. 


Therefore, take no thought for the morrow, 
for what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 


or wherewithal ye shal! be clothed; for consid- 


er the lillies of the field, how they grow, they 
toil of, neither do they spin; and the king- 
dothe of the world, in all their glory, are not 
arreyed like one of these; for your Father who 
artin heaven,fknoweth that you have need of 


all these things. Therefore,let the morrow take 
thought for the things of itself. 


Neither take 
ye thought beforehand what ye shall sar, but 
treasure upin your minds continually the werde 
of life, and it shall be given you in the very 
hoar that unto eve- 


Therefore let no man among you, (for this 
commandment is unto all the faithful who are 
called of God in the church, unto the minis- 
try,) from this hour, take purse or scrip, that 
goeth forth to proclaim this gospel of the king- 
dom. BeholdI send you out to reprove the 
world of-all their unrighteous deéds, and te 
teach them of a judgment which is to come.— 
And whoso receiveth you, there I will be also: 
forI will go before your face: I will be on 
your right hand and on your left, and my Spir- 
itshall be in your“hearts, and mine angels 
round about you, to bear you up. 


Whoso receiveth you, receiveth me, and the 
same will feed you, and clothe you, and give 
you money. And he who feeds you, or clethes 
you, or gives you money, shall inno wise loose 
his reward: and he that doeth not these 
things isnot my disciple: by this yeu may 
know my discipies. He that receiveth you not, 
go away from him alone by vourselves, and 
cleanse yourfeet, even with}water, pure water, 
whether in heat or in cold, and bear 
testimony of it unto your Father whieh 
is in heaven, and return not again un- 
‘o that man. And in whatsoever village 
or city ye enter, do likewise. Neverthe- 
less, search diligently and spare not; and wo 


unto that house, or that village, or city, that 


rejecteth you, or your words, or testimo- 
ny concerningme. Wo, I say agein, unto 
that house, or that village, or city, that rejec- 
teth you, or your words, or your testimony of 
me; for Ithe Almighty, have laid my hancs up- 
on the nations to scourge them for their wick- 
eduess; and plagues shall go forth, they 
shall not be taken from the earth until I have 
completed my work which shall be cut shortin 
righteousness; until al! shall know me, who 
remain, even from the least unto the greatest, 
and shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord, and shall see eye to eye, and shall lift up 
their voice, and’ with the voice together {sing 
this new song, saying, 

The Lord hath brought again Zion: 

The Lord hath redeemed his people, Israel, 

According to the election of grace, : 

Which was brought to pass by the faith, 

And covenant of their fathers. 

The Lord hath redeemed bis people, 

And satan is bound, and time is no longer: 

The Lord hath gathered all things in one: 

7 Lord hath brought down Zion from 

ove: 
The Lord hath brought up Zion from be- 
neath: 
The earth hath travailed and brought forth 
her strength; 
And truth is established 
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And the heavens have smiled upon her; 
And she is clothe@with the glory of her God: 
For he stands in the midst of his people: 
Glory,and honor, and power and might, 

Be ascribed to our God, for he is full of 

mercy, | 

Justice, grace and truth, and peace, 

For ever and ever; Amen. 

And again, verily, verily [eay unto you, it 
is expedient. that every man who goes forth to 
proclaim mine ever lasting gospel, that inas- 
much as they have families and receive mo- 
nies by gift, that they should send it unto 
them, or make use of it for their benefit, as the 
Lord shall direct them, for thus it seemeth me 
good. And letall those who have not fami- 
lies, who recéive moneys, send it up unto the 


¢ bishop in Zion, or unto the bishop in Ohio, 


that it may be consecrated for the bringing 
forth of the revelations and the printing there- 
of, and for establishing Zion. 

And if anv man shall give unto any of you a 
coat, or seuit, take the o'd and cast it unto 
the poor, and go your way rejoicing. And if 
any man among you be strong in the Spirit, 
let him take with him he that is weak, tha 
he may be edified in all meekness, that he 
may become strong alse. 

Therefore, take with you those who are or- 
dained unto the lesser priesthood, and send 
them before you tomake appointments, and 
to prepare the way, and to fill appointments 
that you yourselves are not able to fill. Behold 
this is the way that mine apostles, in ancient 
days, built up my church unto me. 


Therefore let every man stand in his own 
office, and labor in his own calling; anc let 
not the head say unto the feet, it hath no need 

f the feet, for without the feet how shal) the 
body be able to stand? also the body hath 
need of every member, that all may be edified 
together, that the system may be kept perfect, 


And behold, the high priests should travel, 
and also the elders, and also the lesser priests; 
but the deacons and teachers should be ap- 
pointed to watch over the church, to be 
standing ministers unto the church. 

And the bishop, Newel K. Whitney, alee, 
should travel round about and among all the 
churches, searching after the poor, to admin- 
ister to their wants by humbling the rich and 
the proud: he should also employ an agent to 
take charge and to do his secular business, as 
he shall direct; nevertheless, let the bishop go 
unto the city of New York, and also to the 
eity of Albany, and also to the city of Boston, 
and war: the people of those cities with the 
sound of the @epel, with a loud veice, of the 


desolation and utter abolishment which awaits 
them if they dg reject. these things; forif they 
do reject these things the hour of their judg- 
ment is nigh: and their house shall be jeft un- 
to them desolate. Let him trust in me and he 
shall not be confounded; andan hair of his 
head shall not fall to the ground unnoticed. 

And verily, I[eay unto you, the rest of my 
servants, go ye forth as your circumstances 
shall permit, in your seyeral ealiings, unto the 
great and notable cities and villages, reproving 


eous and ungodly deeda, setting forth clearly 
and understandingly the desolation of abom- 
ination in the last days; for with you saith the 
Lord Almighty, I will rend their kingdoms, [ 
4 will not only shake the earth, but the starry 
heavens shall trembie: for I the Lord have 
put forth my hand to exert the powers of heav-. 
en: ye cannot see it now, yet alittle while 
and ye shal! see it, and know that [am, and 
that I will come and reign with my people. I 
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end: Amen. 


CONTINUATION OF ELDER RIGDON’S 
TRIAL. 


Sidney’s first revelation in Kirtland was tell- 
ing the people that the kingdom was rent from 
them, and they might as well all go home for 
they were rejected. ints felt very bad 
and were almost distract When brother Jo- 
seph came home, (who was absent at the time) 
he called Sidney into council and there told him 
he had lied in the name of the Lord; and_ says 
he, ‘you had better give up your licence and di- 
vest yourself of all the authority you can, for 


handle you as one man handleth another, and 
the less authority you have the better for you.’ 

) Sidney gave up two licences to brother Whit- 
ney, (who has got them at this day) and accor- 
ding to his own testimony, he was handled by 
satan just as brother Joseph said, and weltered 
in the most extreme agony for about two or 
three months, and then brother Joseph seeing . 


enough and restored him again. He made 
tremendous blunder at the first revelation, but 
we would hardly suppose that a man who ‘he, 
— in the church so long as Sidney has, would 
make such a monstrous bluder as he has made 


this time. The object of Sidney’s revelation 


was to divide the church and scatter it. Broth- 
er Joseph has said at different times, that if el- 
der Rigdon was to lead the church twelve 
months, he would lead them to the devil. When 


the world in righteousness of all their unright= * 


you will go into the hands of satan, and he will 


that he had repented, said that he had suffered - “A 


he attempted to lead the people in Kirtland, it 
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was to leadthem to the devil, and when he 


made the attempt this time, it was for the same 
purpose. When he was ‘making his flowery 
sermon and endeavoring to captivate the people 
by his eloquence, they looked, and when he 
had got through, behold they had seen nothing; 
and when he found that there were those who 
were on the alert, and that there were men in 
whose ears the God of heaven would whisper, 
and they would discover his principles, he 
could not stand it; he was going to run; he was 
in a wonderful hurry to get back to Pittsburg. 
He was determined not to let brother Young 
pull the things out ofhim. I presume the at- 
mosphere did not feel very congenial to his 
spirit. After we had been and spent the eve- 
ning with him last Tuesday and had concluded 
to demand his licence, he then said he was 
going to publish the history of all the secrets 
of this church. I think ifhe dont give a straight- 
er history than he has given in his revelation, 
we shall not need to be at the trouble to go 
abroad and contradict it, for he will contradict 
himself. He took a position when he first came 
here, but since that he has left the ground en- 
tirely. If he talks with one of brother Joseph’s 
friends, he will say, ‘I admit that Joseph held 
the keys of the kingdom at his death,’ but ifhe 
talks with those whoare not Joseph’s friends, 
he will say, ‘I knew he was not led of God for 
a longtime.’ In our council in the Seventie’s 
Hall, he said that vision was a continua- 
’ tion of the vision ret@rded in the book of Doc- 
trine and Covenants. There was however this 
difference, the one in the Doctrine and Cove- 
nants was an open vision, but the vision he re- 
ceived in Pittsburg was a mental vision, a vis- 
ion presented tothe mind. Now it seems very 
likely that while brother Sidney Was maturing 
his plans in Pittsburg, and laying his schemes 
as to what course he would pursue, it was very 
naturalfto see that the church would cut him off. 
There are many who seem to be in difficulty 
concerning Sidney Rigdon’s standing in the 
church during the time he has been wallowing 
in bis filth and corruption for four or five years 
past. I know how he has stood, but I rathef 
some one else would tell it, I shall therefore 


leave the subject. 
Elder John Taylor arose and said, I wish to 


make a few remarks, and to give in my testi- 
mony inthis case. There has already been 
much said, sufficiéntto criminate Elder Rig- 
don, and to prove satisffRorilly to the minds 
of evety unprejudiced person, that he is an- 
worthy of the confidence we have reposed in 
him; that he has dishonored his high and holy 
calling, and has in every woy disqualified him-| 
self to wet imtirat relationship to the chureh, 
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Which he has heretofore. sustained. “We did 
not investigate his conduc? or: character pte- 
vious tothe conference before alluded to, in 
order to prove this; his own acts and deeds 
since his return from Pittsburg, asthey hage 
been set forth before this conference, are suf- 
ficient to establish that fact. {t nfty he sup- 
posed by some that the Twelve are enemies to 
Elder Rigdon. So far from this, they have 
courted hiscompany. They invited him fre 
quently to theirjceuncils,and have shown every 
mark of esteem, deferenee and respect, which 
his long standing in the church, his years, his 
talent and his calling would entitle him to.— 
They have been extremely solicitous to culti- 
vate a friendly feeling, and not till they were 
forced with overwhelming testimony, have 
they taken steps in the matter; but they have 
a duty to God and to this church to perform; 
and whatever may be their personal predelec- 
tions, prejudices or feelings; they feel bound 
by the relationship they sustain to this church 
and to God, to lay aside all private feelings and 
secondary considerations in the. fulfillment of 
the great work that they are called upon to 
perform. 

Elder Rigdon was appointed by President 
Smith to go to Pittsburf and build upa 
but he was expressly forbid to take any one 
with him. NowI would ask, has Elder Rig- 
don accomplished his mission? Has he sought 
to build up the church according to President 


Smith's order? No. He has been holding se- 


cret meatings; he has ordained men illegally, 
and contrary to the order of the priesthood; he 
hae been ordaining men to the offices of proph- 
ets, priests and kings; whereas he does not 
hold that office himself; who does not know 
that this is wrong? There is not an officer 
belonging to the church but what is acquein- 
ited with thie fact. Can a teacher ordain @ 
priest? Can a priest ordain an elder? Can 
an elderordain a high priest, or any of the 
former,ordam an apostle? You all know they 
could not, it is contrary to the order of God; 
and yet we find that President Rigdon, a man 
who ought to know better—who does know 
better—has been ordaining men to office that 
he does not hold himself: and yet he has come 
to us with a revelation to lead chis oburch to 
the Celestial kingdom of God; and even if he 
had the authority to ordain these men, he 
could net do it in and of himself without the 
accompanying ordinances, and under the ¢ir- 
cumstances which he did. There are numbers 
here who can beer witness to the truth of what 
I now say. Those things ge pisialy to show 


that his mind ip enveloped ity thache 
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ts igngrawt and blinded by the devil, and in- 
competant to fulfill the work which he .has 
undertaken. 

There are some who would insinuate that 
weshould be merciful; we have been as mer- 
ciful as we could be in the fulfillment of ovr 
official duties. But if we pass over such gross 
violations of the ordinances of God’s house, 
and such departures from the revelations of 
God; ifsuch ordinations and organizations are 
euffered to proceed, we shall, as a people, soon 
be destroyed. I see men inthis congregation 
who have received i'legal ordinations, ordina- 
tions imparted through a perversion of the 
orieethoed, and through the influence of an 
improper spirit. Who wants to see their friends 
destroyed in this way? A man may receive a 
spirit in a few minutes, the which it will take 
him years to get entirely rid of. I dont want 
any man with such a spirit to put his hands on) 
my head, or on the head of any of my breth- 
ren. 


Some people talk as thouch they considered 
these things very little matters; but ie was for’ 
a transgression of this kind that satan and his 
angels was cast out of heaven, and it is those 
very principles that have destroyed the church 
in every age of the world. It was not for drunk- 
enness, theft nor any other act of immorality 
that satan was hurled from heaven, but for re- 
sisting authority, amd trying to subvert the 
order of God. And this is the thingthat El- 
der Rigdon is guilty of; which is calculated to 
tead men to destruction. [I consider that this 
conference has had evidence enough hefore it 
in relation to the matter. We have tried him 
who said he was a prophet, and sent of God 
with revelations to this church, and found 
him a liar. I feel sorry for him as a man, but 
I also feel sorry for others whom he is leading 
astray. Whathas been the cause of all our 
difficulties? Why, a little difference of feeling, 
a little difference of opinion, a 
of spirit, and this little differen as finally 
ended in bloodshed and murder. I do not 
Slaine those men who shot our beloved breth- 
ren, Joseph and Hyrum Smith, one bundreth 
partas much as William and Wilson Law, the 
Fosters and the Higbees: itis true they are 
murderers, but f consider that those men whu 
pointed their gune at me, are not so steeped in 
crime, nor half so guilty before God, as those 
men who were their instigators, their aiders 
and abettors. They are the men who are the 
most guilty before Gdd, and of them wil! their 
blood berequired. 

‘Elder W. Phelps said, it becomes/ ne- 
60 that yop should be 
* 


quainted with all the factsin the case. Lam 
knowing myself to most of the facts. Perhaps 
1 have taken a greater iuterest, and have beer 
better disposed towards Sidney Rigdon than 
many would suppose uncer existing circum- 
etances. I have endeavored to be his friend in 
every situation I could. WhenI learned he 
had arrived from Pittsburg I went to see him, 
and tried to find out his views and calculations 
on the subject, but in all his conduct there ap- 
peared to be something wrong, a reiuctance te 
communicete. I have had as good a privilege 
of knowing the whole of Joseph Smith’s reve- 
lations as any other man, and I know that the 
Twelve are tke fitst in authority after the first * 
presidency. Secondly, the Twelve are the 
travelling high council, to regulate all the af- 

fairs of all the churchesin al! the world. Now 

[ would ask this congregation, are you willing 

to throw away this authority for one man?— 
What have you gathered here for? You have 
gathered here to build up a city; to build upa 
kingdom, and shall we come up to this time, 

and then throw away the revelations and all 

the measures laid down by Brother semen 

No! verily no! 

There are a few in authority in this place 
who have been sustaining Sidney Rigdon ab 
though the church voted to sustain the Twelve, 

I would give them all the advice I am able, to 
save them; and will read a revelation which — 
was given November 19, 1833. 

“Kirtland Nov. 19, 1833, 

And again, blessed be Brother Sidney, also, 
netwithstanding he shall be high and lifted up, . 
yet he shall bow down under the voke like un 
to an ass that croucheth beneath his burthen’ . 
that Jearneth his master’s will by the stroke of 
the red, thus saith the Lord. Yer the Lord 
will have mercy on him, and he shall bring 
forth much fruit; even as the vine of the choice 
grape, when her c'usters are ripe, before the 
time of the gleaning of the vintage; and the 
Lord shall make his heart merry as with sweet 
wine, because of him who putteel forth his 
hand, and lifteth him up out of deep mire, Gnd 
pointeth him out the way, aad gtuiteth his feet 

when he stumbles, and humbleM® him in his 
pride. Blessed are his generations: neverthe- 
less one shal! hunt after them as a man hunt- 
eth after an ass that hath strayed in the wilder- 
ness, and straightway findeth him and bring- 
eth him into the fold. Thus shali the Lord 
watch over his generation, that they may be 
saved; eveh so, Amen.” 

Now I want he should be dealt within jus- 
tice, but yet with mercy, for I know that what 
you do here this dey, will be sealed in heaves, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


, 663 


until the day of redemption and it will be im- 
possible to get it off. You will perceive by 
this prophecy, that all this has to come upoi: 
him. He will stumble and be cast into the 
mire; his family will stray away, &c. I think 
enough has been said to make the matter plain 
to the minds of the people. He has: come and 
lied in the name of the Lord. He has told me 
two stories. He said he wanted to form an in- 
timacy with the Twelve, but he has never ta- 
ken one step todo it, but has in every instance» 
endeavored to shun them The devil has 
blinded his eyes, and he has endeavored to 
blind the minds of the people against those rev- 
elations that have been our guide since we 
came intothis church. Those revelations that 
ssid we should build the temple, in order to 
save ourselves and our dead, and bring to pass 
those keys and blessings which will secure to 
ourselves and our posterity the blessings which 
all, since the days of Adam, had lived and died 
for. The Lord has said that the church would 
be able to judge those who were prophets and 
those who were not. The first thing Elder Rig- 
den endeaveied to press upon the minds of the 
people, was the idea that it belonged to some 
person to rise up and build up the church to Jo 
seph Smith, but there is no such thing written 
in the Bible, or the Book of Mormon,or the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants. This church 
has been built up to Jesus Christ, and Joseph 
Smith always taught.us that there is no other 
name whereby we can be saved but in and 
through the name of Jesus Chirist. 


It is one part of the portion of this people to 
be tried to the centre, and you will learn to 
judge men when they come before you. There 
will be men who cannot endure a celestial 
‘law, and consequent!v, they cannot obtain a 
celestial glory. Brother Sidney is endeavoring 
to draw off a party. and he will be like those 
who are spoken of in the vision: some for 
Paul, some for Apollos, some for Cephae, &cy, 
and many will have to go | outer darkness 
and there tarry till they have paid the utier- 
mog farthing. Is there one person here who 
wishes to barter away a certainty for an uncer- 
tainty and goto perdition? If any man comes 
to you to lay on hands suddenly, dont suffer 
them to do it, lest ye be deceived. Recoliect 
this—‘‘on apostle is an elder” and he has au- 
thority to ordain eldere, priests, &c. Be wise 
and lay hands suddenly on no man; neither 
suffer any one to lay hands suddenly on you. 
It takes a majority of any quorum, according 
to the order of God, as declared in the Doctrine 
and Covenan's, which I hold in my band, and 
ghe common consent of the whole church, to 


make any act valid; every ordinatiag, there- 


fore made by Sidney Rigdon, he beirg one on- 
ly out of a quornm of thiee, even if he had nor 
otherwise tranegreesed, isiilegal. I therefore» 
in the autherity of the holy priesthood, and as 
one who cannot look upon sin with any degree 
of allowanée, declare his late revelations, and 
his extraordinary ordinations of prophets, priests 
and kings among the Gentiles, holding the 
keys of David,—of thedevil; and let all the peo- 
ple say: Amen. 


Elder Heber C. Kimball arose and said he 
was sick and could scarcely speak, but he 
cou'd not forbear to offer his testimony on this 
subject. You have already had the testimony 
of my brethren, and } feel disposed to offer my 
testimony. Ihave been in all their councils 
since they returned home. I was with the 
brethren at Elder Rigdon’s last Tuesday, bat 3 
don’t know that I can do any thing more than 
confirm what they have said. They have rela- 
ted things as they transpired, as rear as I can 
recollect, and I cannotdo more than confirm 
their testimouy. As to Elder Rigdon’s course 
there is scarce any one that can give a relation 
ofit. Elder Rigdon is a man I have always 
respected as a man, but I have not respected 
his course for more than five years past.— 
Brethren, I have known his course and was 
aware of it all the while. When I have gone 
abroad to preach and have returned again, lL 
would not have the privilege of sleeping, be- 
fore Brother Joseph would call us te council; 
and there is not a thing of importance which 
was ever done, but Brother Joseph counselled 
with us. Elder Rigdon after he came from 
Pittsburg never attended councilonly when he 
could not avoid it. He has no authority only 
what he receives from the ehureh, if be wae 


‘one with us, why was he not in our councils? 


He was not in the council pertaining to the 
High Priesthood until just before he started for 
Pittsbérgh. Brother Phelps was the means of 
bringing hig, but he has not got the same 
authority as others; there are more than thirty 
men who have got higher, authority than he 
has. Elder Rigdon has intimated that if we 
opposed him we should have a mob on us.— 
Brethren, if | have to be martyred for the truth, 


amen toit! If I have to Joseph and Hy- 


rum did, it will be a short work. Elder Rigdon 
has not been in good standing as o counsellor 
to Brother Joseph fur some years. Brother Jo- 
‘seph shook him off at the conference a year 
ago, he said he would carry him no more; if 
the church wanted to carry him they might, 


but he should not. Joseph sgid, he had no 


more authority in his office ae cognsellor. Ej- 
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der Amasa Lyman was appointed in his stead, 
and all the power and authority and blessings 
which Elder Rigdon ever had, was put on the 
head of Brother Amasa. Brother Hyrum plead 
to have Elder Rigdon restored, he said try him 
a little longer, try him another year; Brother 
Joseph would not receive him again but sliook 
him off. The church voted to try him again, 
and it wos the church that received him and 
not Brother Joseph. 
good standing, why has he not been with Bro. 
Joseph in all his councils. He bas not acted as 
a councillor in Bro. Juseph’s councils for five 
years, but the Twelve have, they have never 
forsaken him. Now when Bro. Joseph is 
gone, he comes and sets us aside. | have han- 
dled with iny hands, aad haye heard with my 
ears, the things of eternal reality, but I never 
betrayed Bro. Joseph. 


Brethren, as it was in the days of Moses, so 
itis now. When Moses went into the Holy of 
Holies, oe pulled off his shoes; Bro. Joseph ha 
passed behind the vailand he pulled off his 
shees, and some one else puts them on, until 
he passesthe vail to Bro. Joseph. President 
Young is our president, and our head, and he 
puts the shoes on first. If Brother Hyrum had 
remained here, he would have put them on.— 
Hyrum is gone with Joseph und ia still his 
counsellor. The Twelve have received the 
keys of the kingdom and og long as there is 
one of them left, he will hold them in prefer- 
ence to any oneelse. I wish the people would 
hear and be wise, and those who have been up- 
holding Brother Sidney, would turn about be- 
fore they go into everlasting despair. Here is 
John C. Bennett, and Wm. and Wilson Law. 
Robert D. Foster and the Higder’s, are all the 
while seeking ack and if they cannot 
accomplish 1 ses they will seek to 
take our live n¢ forth as the sneperds 
of the sheep, fe want te lead you into 
green pastures, may be healthy and 
strong. There 4 n brethren who 
have got authority, ed antto men- 
tion their names, forage enemy will try te kill 
them. 2. 


President Young srose again and said he 
wanted to read’ some testimony which had 
been presented to him relative to this case, but 
did not wish to mention the names of the indi 
viduals at the present time, if it could be dis- 
pensed with. Hecontinued: honest men may 
be deceived for a time, but they will generally 
see their error and turn about. There are 
some who are trolling off and wan ing to make 
divisions amongst us. Brother Sidney says, 
opposing him tell all of our 


It Elder Rigdon was in 


= 
secreta!” but I would say, oh dont, Brother 
Sidney! dont tellour secrets,oh dont! Butif 
he tells of rats, we will tell of his—tit 
for tat. , He has b Yong visions in Pittsburgh 
revea' ing to wonderful iniquity amongst ® 
the saints, Now, if he knows of so much ini- 
quity, and hag got such wonderful power, why 
dont he purge it out? He professes to have 
got “the keysof David.” Wonderful power, 
and revelations, and he will publish our iniqui- 
ty! Oh dear, Brother Sidney, dont publish 
our iniquity! Nowdoat! John C. Bennett 
said in his exposure, he knew all of Brothe? 
Joaeph’s secreta, and he would publish them. 
Joseph H. Jackson, says he has published all 
Joseph’s secrets, but nobody believes their 
talee, because they lie! and if Sidney Rigdon 
undertakes to publish all of our secrets, as he 
says, he will lie the first jump he takes. If 
Sidney Rigdgn knew of all this iniquity why 
did he not pudlish it sooner? It there is se 
much iniquity in this church, as you talk of, 
Elder Rigdon, and you have known of it so 
long, you area black hearted wretch because 
you have not p@pligged it sooner. If there is 
not this iniquity you talk of, you are a black- 
hearted wretch, for endeavoring to bring a mob 
upon us and murder jnnocent men, women and 
children! Any man that says the Twelve are * 
bogus makers, or adulterers, or wicked men, « 
is a liar; and all who gay such things shall 
have the fate of liave, where there is weeping 
and gnashing ef teeth. Who is there that has 
seen us do suchthings? Noman. Thespirit 
that [am of tramples such slanderous wicked- 
ness under my feet. And if they take my hfe 
[ will go where they cannot hurt me. «. 
Brother Joseph did cast off Sidney, and his | 
power and authority was taken ftom him, and 
put upon Amasa Lymar. We told Brother * 
Sidney to come along with us, and if he will 
do this we will build him up. Let him go as 
Elder Amasa Lyman has done. -Now we dont 
expect ever to move without revelation and 
they that have the keys of the kingdom can 
get revelation. If any thing would make me 


fight it would be to hear any one heap charges 


‘on Brother Joseph who is dead. They canmoy 
let the dead alone so great is their corruption 
and wickedness. rs 

Here is another secret leaked out ef their se- 
cret meetings. They say the man of sin spo- 
ken of in the revelations, is the Twelve. A 
pretty large manI should say. Now this isthe 
testimony we presen: before this council to 
know if we are to fellowship Elder Rigdon 
any longer. 

I shall now. wait and see if there is any one 


y 
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side of the question. 
‘President Wm. Marks 


him. They all seem to speak against him ‘and 
there is nothing said in his fav&. 1 feel to 
take’ up the opposite side of the question and 


ray something gn his defence, for I have always’ 


been'a friend to Elder Rigdon. It has always 
been the case sefore this High Council, that 
there sre two sides to the question; there are 
some te epeak in favor of the accused, but 
there seems to be only one side to this subject. 
There has been many things said whteh I knaw 
nothiny about. But ss it has always been the 
cave before the High Council that some should 
edéak in the defence of the accused, 1 feel to 
volunteer to speak in his behalf. It is no more 
than right that both sides should Se represent- 
ed.* { dont wish to justify amy man in an er- 
ror, but there ie a trial befere this church and 
coancil. In regard to his character there has 
besa many things ssid which appear to be ob- 
jectionable, but 1 can do ée@lof them away. 


‘I héer objections to his authority, and to his 


conduct for fovr or five years past. Thre 
wete charges brought before the conference, 
last fall, and one or two days spent in hearing 
ofthem, and it seemed to me, that every exer- 
tion was made that could be made, to crimi- 
nete him and cut him off. There was time giv. 
en to bring all the charges thet could be got at, 

but there was not a single particle of the char- 
ges sustained, if I recollect right, as to proving 


guilty of committing any of the acts speci 


_ 


fied Now TI think if Brother 
Rigdon was restored at that time we ought not 
¥o go beyond the conference to fetch up char- 
in ges to-day; but here are charges fetched up for 
yeats back. It is known that he was restored 
co fall feith:and fellowship last fall. I have 
heard Brother Joseph say repeatedly since that 
. titre, that al! things was right between them, 
Just before Elder Rigdon left here I heard Bro. 
Joseph pay that al) things were right betwgen 
them. Sieter Emma had a good marly feelings 
agéinst Eider Rigdon, but they are all done a- 
way. She has said within « few months, and 
in fact within one week, thet she was on as 
good termes with Elder Rigdon es she had ever 
been since he was a member of the church. 


his not presenting his vision ot 
revelation before ‘thé firet quorum, I can say, 
that Elder Rigdon did ‘not know that this order 
Brother Joseph told us that 


he, for the tature whenever there revelé- quoram 


a8 a first presidency, and I cannot find any law 


Joseph and he ordained bim to be a ‘‘proph~ 


{fret prevent it to that quotum, and then ir 
passed the first quorum, it shourd be presented 
tothe church. Bet Brother Rigdon did not 
know this, for he was only just browght into 
the quorum before he left to go to Pittsburg. 


There have been many things said of his 
course since he came from Pittsburgh which I 
know nothing of, as to his wishing to lead this 
people, I dont know anything about it. And 
as to his revelations being from the devil, 1 am 
sure I dont know whether they are from God 
or the devil. The Twelve and the High Coun- 
cil beth know that my mind differs from theirs 
respecting the organization. I had always 
been taught that the first presidency would re- 
main and always be with the church. I hed 
always sinderstood that the church would be 
imperfect without a quorum of three to stand 


te'sey that this’quorum should ever be drop 
I laid my hands on Brether Sidney with Broth- 


etand a seer and reyelator,” and to be equa) 
with him in holding the keys’and authority of . 
this kingdom. I have known this for two 
years, and according to my understanding he 
has not lost it through transgression. I still 
teel that he ig a member of the quorum of the 
first presidency, anc I slways expected that 
the quorum would be filled up #he same as ‘at 
the commencement. I always felt that there 
was a power and reeponeibility in that quorum 
which did not exist any where else. I will 
read an extract from the 84th section of the 
book of Doctrine and Covenente: ‘Verily I 
say untu you, the keys of this kingdom shall 
never be taken from yon, while thou art in the 
world, neither in the to come: never- 
theless, through yous 
en to another.’ This 
would be the case that t 
should be given to an 
prophet, and a 
him to the ch 
lest Spe 
according to thit pat 


m the orecles 

should be a 
of, and through 
p always felt since 
the order was not 
Sidney Rigdon and 
Frederick G. Wi eee were appointed to stand 
equal with Josep in this kingdom; and T-al- 
ways supposed that one would receive the ora- 


-cles from Joseph and give them to the chutch. 


Now brethrén, 1 have searched diligently 16 
gét at the right of the matier, andi ktowTen 
honest and’ wish to’know how it etiould 


I will read another extract fiom thé Doelr | 
end Covensnts, which ou ‘find on the 


page. Tne 
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pn sustains never deliov- iseut off. who win we | obtain Trew 
od tié had logt it through trenegtéssion; I be-Hlations? A of vhiv 


lieve he is the man to receive the oracles from |i power to beau ie @ prophet, and a se? 
Brother Joseph and give them to the church; a reyelatet is @ man ordeined to 
all I want is to have the thing right, and when#lead this people; I donot know it. I dont be. 
I believe it is right, I am as ready to confess it) lieve there are sufficient revelations given ‘to 
as any other man. (Read several extracts from} lead this peopfe, and Iam fully of the belief 
D. & C.) ithat this people cannot build up the kingdom 
When this organizetion is broken up there is || except it is done by revelation, 4 
a quorum broken up which is of great power!’ President Young arose and replied—T feat it st 
and euthority, and I always thought it ought tofja duty to make some remarke in reply to what 
have been continued. The church has always} Brother Marks has said with regard to Brother 
supposed ‘that the Twelve were to bear the]] Rigdon’s character. I have not been beyond 
gospel to all the world, and when they are ab-iithe last fall conference to fetch evidenge.— 
sent, who will preside over the church? We}|There was enought brought forward atthe — 
know that it tis necessary for individuals to}|conference, and abundance more could have 
preside over the whole church. Now, we are| been presented, but Brother Hyrum plead se - 
losing this office and power and authority, but|| hard it wes kept back. Brother Rigdon a 
I feel as though we dont want to lose any||enougn ‘when he came from Missouri, tocut 
thing. Ifeel that we ought to keep up the qe | him off frpm she priesthood. He said he neve? 
ganization, if it is right to do 80. _ || would follow Brether Josephs revelations *, “a 
en Bidet Rigdon first came from Pitts-j mere, contrary to his own convenience. 
burgh he said it was his place to receive the || enid Jesus Christ wasa fool to him in sufferings; 
oracles, but there was a delicacy in Brother| was this not enough to cut him of? There = 
Rigdon in presenting his claims to the people;|] was enough to cut him off long ago, but Bro- 
he supposed there would have been some indi- || Marke has endeavored to soft soap the people: 
vidualg who would have tak@m up the case.—/ [ h@ve known thet Brother Marks “had no e¥- 
lt appears from what hes been stated this morn- | idence but the writteg word;? But if this peo- 
ing, that questions have been fut whieh seems|| ple have no evidence but the written word, it 
to bring a contgadiction. If Elder Rigdon has | is quite time to go to the river and be baptised 
done any thing worthy of being ‘severed from || for the remission of their sins. Who esnnet 
the church, I feel to go with the church, and | see that Elder Rig&n would sacrifice this ped= 
to be satisfied with whatthey do. I dont huge ple? Brother Marke says, if there are any ore 
that I cam see any thing worthy of cutting him} | dained to offices equal with Elder Rigdon be 
off'at the present time, Probably I am preju- | dont know it.,” He dont know all thé oréige- 
diced in his favor; if it is wrong I hope the} tions, nor he wont till he knows something, 
brethren will forgive me. When I have se | more than the wri'ten word. 
wis the High Council I have always tried tol} 1 know the reason why Brother J aie 
divest myself af prej adite ¢. Iam willing tha|| all was right between him and Elder Rigdon; — 
the High Coungil.agd@ eburch should act on his|| he (Rigdon) was whining all the while becaues 
case, if they be I felt os though there|iof his sufferings. He wanted to go to 
waesgreat many men here who were saying|| Kirtland, Brothet Hyrum went to Brother Jo- 
hard things against ‘Tim and nobody to speak || seph and plead with him again, and begged of 
a word for him, and T have to say Joseph to “bless him—hold on to him, for I be 
‘few words in his di he wilt yet straighten out,” end he finally 
Lbave bade paki with Elder Rigdon| eet thim ordained. But did he help, Brother 
cannot find that he has committed a ph after this? No. was thea aneth- 
Phe church has never cut offany per-|) et given for him e bis 
a crime was proven against hin. near to Brother Joseph. . He! y did, bat 
New, is ther a. men in the church who bas re-|{ he then go to Brother Joseph wad ‘asia 
esived, the ordination of prophet, seer and|j bis councils? He did‘not.» 
rayelatos}, Hf there is lwamt.to see him.—|| If the same feelings towards 
han men.beon, ordained prapheis, priests |ple that Elder Rigdon and séme o:hers haved 
apd hinge, have never heard.of any should hope you would cost. us off to-day. 
and.revelmor, shink der Rigdon i is now preaching secretly 
to ol) but, to have them go beek to Pivtebing 
el a. man whe has. bron ordained so thell ge back to the “tecks and ‘He hae 
calling: Brothas bons, 40d in the name of Ged 
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build this temple. As hasbeen previously s'a- 
ted, Bider Rigdon was not in,our coupeils be- 
fore he went away. But, Brother,Hyram used 
to go and see him, and labor with him, and 
Sidney would make great promises, which 
would causo Hyrum to come and plead with 
Joseph again, and say, Brother Joseph bless 
him, he Will come back &c. He is going con- 
trary to Joseph’s instractions, and he shall not 
lead the innocent to destruction; I ray it in the 
name of Isracl’s God. His ordere was to go to 
Pittaburgh and build up a kingdom, Sut he 
Wes positively prohibited from taking any one 
with him from this place, but, now he wanisto 
Sivide the people and take them somewhere, tw 
the mountains near Pittsburgh. Elder Rigdon 

can go to Carthage, and to Warsaw, and he is 
in no danger from the mob; hut con a prophet 
of God go there with safety? No, he cannot.— 
If I wes to lay down my authority in this 
church, they would soon sav, Mr. Young how 
ddfyou do, I approve uf your course. As to El- 
der Rigdon’s revelations, they ore from the 
same source as Oliver Olney’s, G'adden Bishop, 
Mr. Sirang’s, &c. They are from the Devil. 
John C. Bennett passed up the river last Tues. 
day, and called at the upper landing. He sent 
, @ messenger to Elder Rigdon and wished to see 
him, and Elder Rigdon would have gone had 
ta Mr. Lawrence, (who professes no kind 
rebuked him. If you make Sid- 
wey Rigdon your president gad leader, you wil: 
goon have John C. Bennett here, with the 
Laws end Fosters and al! the murderous clan. 
Elder Rigdon was the prime caftse of our trou 
@ bles in Missouri, by his fourth of July oration. 
to be deceived. and has already 
deceived. As toa person not knowing 
«= @ more thanthe written word, let me tell you 
a that there are keys that the written word nev- 
er spoke of, nor never will. 


All I ask of men or women to do, is, if they 
believe in Sidney Rigdon and want him to lead 
them, I want they should be bold enough to 
go with him, and not say they want to tarry 


with thechurch. eay they believe in 
Joseph Smith, and at the same time all their 
opefations are Weide fy and tear dewn what 
Whe hes built up. 

lder P. P. Pratt briefly referred the peo- 
ple to the plea of Elder Marke, “that he did 
know any thfng to cut Elder Rigdon off.” 
He'vefetred the people to the testimony before 
them concerning his revelation to déstroy this 


AND 


| CITY OF NAUVOO, 


OCTOBER 1, 1844. ° 
CHURCH AND SLAVERY. 

At the Methodist general conference for 1844, 
held in New York, the subject of slavery was. 
brought up. The first object of investigation 
was F. A. Hardin, of Baltimore, a member -of 
the conference, who had become a slaveholder 
by marrying a woinan who owned a lot of 
slaves. The north and south very soon made a 
question of it; the north voted to suspend -Mr. 
Hardin, and the south, surprised at the severity 
of the qase, voted against it; both parties thought 
they acted according to the ‘Discipline.’ 

A strong committee of six; three north and 
tHree south, were appointed, but as they could 
not agree, they were discharged; and in their 

wn language; “then came the struggle in the 
cage of Bishop Andrew. The committee on 
Episcopacy, under the special instruction of the 
conference, reported a statement of the facts, 
from which it appears beyond controversy that 
he was connected with slavery, and was in fact 
a slaveholder. A resolution was first introduced 
asking him to resign; but this was subsequently 
superceded by another declaring it to be the 
sense of the conference that he should cease to 
exercise the functions of his office until the im- 
pediment of his connection with slavery should 
no longer exist. The debate on this resolution 
lasted about a fortnight, the south occupying 


but few exceptions, contended that the resolu- 
tion was the very last which could preserve the 
church here from destruction, while the south 
declared, without a diésenting voice, that its 
passage would bring disaster and ruin upon her. 
‘The former affirmed the lawfulness of the meas- 
| ure, while the latter strenuously maintained 
| that it was extra-judicial and utterly subversive 
of the Discipline. The@gcitement was intense, 
and all hope of a compromise was apparently at 
anend. In ‘these éircumstances, the bishops 
interposed and endeavored to persuade the par- 
ties to postpone all action on the question until 
the next general conference, to be held in 1848. 
This proposition ‘satisfied neither party, and 
was therefore dropped by general consent.—' 
was put to vote and adopted by a lerge-mndjori~ 
ty, nearly the whole north voting in its favor.” 


the proceeding, written by Dr: Bascom, of Kea~ 


the largest share of the time. The north, with | 


The south united in a' strong protest’ 
tucky, which wae pléced om the journal end re~ 


| 

| 


ferred of thires ¢ 6n the’ part of; truth: te the of Hee, 


the majofity. This committee of which Dr. || kind of disorder, evil, and 

Durbin was *hairman, on the Inst day of the] Ty, TEMPLE, 88 great and glorious publie 
session submitted a reply to the protest which | work, immediately -connected with the com- 
was @iso entered on the journal. pletion of our preparations, and ordinances, 


The lines having been thus distinctly drawn} 


between the parties, the next step taken was to 
rescind the resolution of 1846, declaring it in- 
expedient to permit colored persons to give tes- 
timony in church trials, in all cases wheresuch 
testimony is not allowed by the civil courts.— 
This resolution had been a source of great trou- 
ble at the north, and it was repealed by a strong 
vote, without much discussion. 

Thus defeated on every issue, the southern 
delegates united in a formal declaration that the 
farther jurisdiction of the general conference 
over the conferences at the south would ‘be in- 
consistent with the success of the ministry in 
this part ofthe country. This declaration was 
referred to a committee of nine, who were in- 
structed, in case they could not succeed in ma- 


king an amicable adjustment of the difficulty, | 


to devise, if possib'e, 
division ofthe church. The committee made 
their report on Friday, the 7thinst. They pro- 
posed to submit a proposition to the annual 
conferences for such an alteration of the resric- 
tive articles of the Discipline as would permit 
the next general conference, in case the South 
should find it necessary to withdraw and form 
a new ecclesiastical organization, to make an 
amicable division of all the church proper:y.— 
This proposition was adopted by a nearly unan- 
vote, and if sanctioned by the annua 
conferences, as it probably will be, the south 


will be free to secede from the church if she} 
| for a moment, to draw your minds away¥rom 


|this all ‘mportant work. But éhter steadily 


choose to do so. Whether she will do this or 
not, time only can determine.” 

xe” This sudden ecclesiactical oppostiion to 
slavery, bolstered up by nationa! prejudice, will 
eventually be the overthrow of the Methodist 
and American union, slavery and peace, unless 
each party gives up their rights. | 


AN EPISTLE OF THE TWELVE, 
To tae or Jesus Cunist or 
Saints :— Greeting; 


ep ef Neavon; ihe gathering of the saints; the 


building of the temple; the establishment of 


touching our salvation and exaltation, and that 
offour dead, necessarily claims our first, and 
most strict attention. Anc we rejoice to say 
for the encouragement of all, that its walls ate 
now ready ‘o receive the capitols, and the 
arches of the upper story windows; and in 
fact, seven of the capitols are already reared. 
The timbers are a'so being framed, and reared 
on the inside. In short it is progressing with 
a rapidity which is truly astonishing. 

Let the saints now send in their young men 
who are strong te labor, together with money? 
provisions, clothing, tools, teams, and every 
necessary means, such as they know they will 
want when they arrive, for the purpose of for- 
warding this work. 

Brethren, bring all your tithings into'the 
store house, and prove the Lord, and see if he 
will not pour out a blessing, that there qill 
not be room enough to receive, 


Yes, brethren, we verily know and bear tes- 
timony, that a cloud of blessing, and of en- 


‘dowment, and of the keys of the fulness of the 


priestheod, and of things pertaining to eternal 
life, is hanging over ut, and ready to burst up- 
onus; or upon as many as live worthy of it, 
so soon as there isa place found on earth toe 
recéive it. Therefore, let no cunningly devis- 
ed fable, no false delusive spirit, or vision, no 
man or set of men who go out from us, but are 
not of fus, have any influence on your minds 


and regularly upon a atrict observance of the © 
Jaw of tithing, and of free-will offerings, till 
Jehovah shall aay it ie enough; your offerings 
are accepted: then come up to the house of 


| the Lord, and be taught in his ways, and walk / 
jin his paths; yea, enter his sanctuary; and re- 
} ceive the oil of joy, for mourning, and the gar- 


ment of praise, for the spirit of heaviness, 
Tre GATHERING, next claims our atiention as 


}a work of salvation, to be accomplished in wie- 

Having in our} 
epistles to address you from time to/ 
tame, we now proceed to give you further in-| 
fermation relative to the welfare of the church | able to enjoy the comforts and necesesrien 


beth tomporelly aad spiritually; the building/ 


dom and pradence. Your prophets and apoe- 


tles, Wave often told you, that the saints cam 


not gather together in large numbers. and be 


life, without the necessary calevlations’ 


Not only must farms be 


mannfectdving, end various branches of indus-|| built, and “tills to grind the there 


twy7-the cupport of the poor, and the preserv- 
ing ~of pense, good order, union, love's 


‘must be something 
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for'such other articles as we need. This must 
be produced, not by singing, or praying, or go- 
ing to meeting, or visiting, or friendly greet- 
ings, or conversation, BUT, BY THE UNIT- 
ED INDUSTRY, SKILL, AND ECONOMY 
OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE, Men, women, 
and children must be well, and constantly em- 
ployed. In order the more effectually to do 
thig, we must turn our attention to the erec- 
tiog of work-shops for the manufacture of ev- 
ery useful article; and wares thue marufac- 
tured must find a market, not in Nauvoo alone 
but in all the wide country, and in cities and 
tewns abroad. 

If the saints will commence and follow out; 
this plan, end lay oyt their cash for the raw 
meterial, and empley their friends and them- 
selves at home, instead of sending away all 
our cash for manufactured goods, we can soon 
produce millions of wealth, aud the poor wil: 
hawe no cause of complaint: for among a tem- 
petaie people thus employed there would soon 
be no poor except the widow, the orphan, or 
the infirm, and these could be abundantly pro- 
vided for. 

The fact ie, we have a country abundantly 
supplied with natural resources, and ca‘culat- 
ed for the production of wocl, flax, hemp, cot- 
ten, and many other articles; and we have wa- 
ter power teany amount; and afier all our 
troubles, « prospect. of peace end protection; 
a short every thing for the encouragement of 
eapitelists and workmen. Come on then, all 
ye-endé of the earth, take hold together, and 
with along, strong, steady and united exer-. 
tiob, let ‘us build upa strong hold ef industry 
and wealth, which will stand firm and unsha- 
ken amid the wreck of empires and the crash 
of thrones. 

In regard to principle and doctrine, we know 
thet we are founded the-phein aod mani- 
fest truth as revealed from on high; and 
which is sufbciently manifest and p/ain to con- 
vince all honeat men who look into it,and to 
confound al] who oppore. The main object 
then which remaios to be carried out is to 
practice to live according to 
ous knowledge. 


" Faorder to do this We must not only be in- 
dustrions and honest, in providing abundant- 
ly, for our temporal wants, and for those for 
dutzand charity biadusitesc!. But we 
ust abetain. from all intemperance, immorsli- 
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In nearly all cities or towne of an extensive 
population there are ceriain vices, or eritnes, 
net exacily tolerated by law, but yet, borne 
with by the* people, as a kind of unavoidable: 
or necessary evil; such, for instance, es gam- 
bling, drunkenness, vain and wicked amuse- 
ments and allurements, directly calculated to 
corrupt tire morals of the people and lead them 
from the paths of virtue and truth. Among 
the most conspicuous and fashionable of these 
we might mention, balls, dances, corrupt and 
immodest theatrical exhibitions, magical per- 
formances, etc., ell of which ere apt not only 
to have an evil tendency in themselves, but to 
mingle the virtuous and the vicious in each 
others society; not fer the improvement of the 
vicious, but rather to corrupt the virtuous. 

Navvoo is now becoming one of the largest 
towns of the west, and as it was founded, end 
isetid in a great messure managed by the 
saints, we greatly desire the united influence 
of all well wishers to our society, and to good 
order and morality, to co-operate with us in 
preserving the general peace and quiet, and in 
suppressing these and all other vices and evils. 

Or,.to be plain on the subject, we wish to 
suppress all grog-shops, gambling houses, and 
other ‘disorderly houses or proceedings in 
our city, and to tolerate no intemperance or 
vice in our midst: And so far at least as the 
members of the church are concerned, we 
would advise that balis, dances, and otber 
vain and useless amusements be neither eoun- 
tenanced nor patronized; they heve been 
borne with, in some instances heretofore for 
the sake of peace and good will. 
now a time for dancing or frolies but a time of 


mourning,.and ofhumiliation and prayer. 
If the peuple were all righteous, it would do 


to:danee, and to have mesic, feasting and mer- 

ryment. But what fellowship bas Christ with 
Belial or what fellowship has light with dark-. 
nese? or what union: have the sons and deugh- 
ters of God with the obildren of thie world, 
who fear not God nor-regatd man. All amvuse- 
ments in which saints’ and sinners are mingled 

tends to corruption, ‘and has a baneful lufie- 


ence in religious society.. | 
There are amusements. whith are at once 


both innocent, instructive, and entertaining ; 
end which the saints cam enjoy, in honor te 
themselves, and without mingling with the 
-world. for instanége, es musical concerts 
philosophical and astrenamica! ‘exhibitions, 


ty and. of whatever or nature; we 
set an axempic of xittne, modesty,,tem, 
comigency, clvaniiness, and chasity. 
And motto mingie ip the vain a- 
of 


nese, together with out religions'deve- 


intelligence whied fows like a food of giery: 
from the upper» werld,. are: qnite to 
all our Ya gu 


Bat itis not 


tions, and the inerease 


> 
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_ As the business of the conference is now fast 
crowding upon ourtime, we must cut short 
this communication, by inferming you that an 
organization and arrangement is new in pto- 
greet, by which high priests and presiding offi- 
cers will bo appomted over each district of 
country, throughout the union, who will have 
entire charge, under the direction of the Twelve 
of all ‘spiritual matters, superintending the la- 


bors of the elders and the calling of conferen-jj 


ces. Arrangements will also be made, for the 
ptoper payment and reception of tithing, so that 
it may be duly received by responsible agents 
and recorded. Of these particulars you will 
receive further communication from us soen. 
~ Done in council at Nauvoo, this first day of 
October, A. D. 1844, 
BRIGHAM YOUNG, Pres’t. 


THE TWO LAST NUMBERS. 
. The two preeeding numbers have been mach 
occupied with the trial of elder Rigdon. This 
wes judged most advisable, in order that the 
facteand arguments might be spread before 


the saints, ‘‘{t isa fearful thing to fall into 


the hands of the living God; when the saints 
are the judges of the fact, But let us console 
ourselves that the judge of all the earth will 
do right. Every thing formed agafmet Zion 
must eventually fall, aud Zion will flourish 
a20n the hills and in the vallies:—after much 
tribulation cometh the blessing. The truth 
is, religion—old fashioned Abel, Nogh, A@ra- 
ham, Israe!, Moses, Shadrach, Meshach, 
Apvednego, Issiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Jesus 
Christ, Apostolic, Mormon religieon—is made 
wp of “obedience,” come life or death, with 
crowns for crosses; being ordained to eterna) 
life aftersin is overcome. Therefore brethren, 
endure, like goed soldiers, to the end, an@you 
will be ordaingd to this highest honor of the 
priesthood, ETERNAL LIFE! 


A WORD OF CONSOLATION. 

* Owing to the continued iliness of some 
of our hands in the office, thie number 
of the paper has been unavoidably delayed bes 
yond the usual time ef publication. In future 
we hope this will not be the case, but be over- 
come by punctuality which is alwys consid- 
ered, with prompt pay, the life of business... 

The Ostober Conference minutes, which ee 


Latter Day Saints than there hag been. Pob 
ished steel keeps brightest by constant use; so 
brethren be active, prayrful and cheritable, 
hand yout light will so shine that others cea 
see as well as you. 


QIED—In Brownstown, Michigan, om the 
20th of August, Jast, Elder Josava R. G. 
aged 31 years. 

He was ona mission to Canada, and died 
in the full possession of the latter day faith 
and knowledge, which the world neither gives 
nor takes away. His sudden death in the midst 
of life and usefulness, brings to mind a verse 
of his, written upon an infant, some years 
since :—~ 

“What isit comesand stops the breath, . 

And takes away the spirit? : 

It.isthe pawer of God, by death, 

| And all the world do fear it.” 


Is honor’d more than the haunts of wickea 
men, 

Therefore, ‘Blessed are the dead that die in 
the Lord!’ 

For when the Lord comes they shall come 
with him. 

Sarr. 20th, 1644. 

NOTICE. 

To the Saints in Nauvoo, and abroad :— 

We would say that the penny subseription 
by the sisters, which has always been eondudé 
ted and carried on by Mre. Hyrum Smith, and | 
Mre. Thompéon will still continue, and the 
payments be made and enclosed as usual with 
the persons names mgned, and for which the 
Twelve will be responsible. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
President of the Twelve. 
Wittarp Riceanpe, Cle Clerk, 


NOTICE: 

Elder Benjomin ‘Wioehester and bis wife 
are cut off from the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, for unchrigian like con- 
duct, in slandering the Chgrch, and railing 
against, and speaking evil the Twelve and 


others, 
Its regret that we. take this eourse ; as 


bie parents are bese in our midst, as firm mem- 


Bat unpleasant puties must be done, and 


very interesting, will occupy. greet portion 
of the next nuinber, and ifthe Spirit of the 


Lord animates the souls of the brashren abroad f} 
with ae-pore a desire forthe spread and bene. 
kingdor:' Of our Savior, as it 


authorities, chemsofer and the union of: 
Chureh bo pregstved for the salvation 


Done by the suthorities of the Twelveend 


others). searmbled, at Presiden 


But the house where the good man smcets hte fare ‘ 


bert-of the Church, and willing to do right A 
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